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The Commands of Our Lord

“Serve Only One Master”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Luke 16:13 "No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one, and love the other, or else he will hold to one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon."
Matt 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”

We do not use the word “mammon” much in our daily conversation.  It means riches, money; any thing loved or sought, without reference to God.  Jesus is referring here to our total walk in the world and we talked about storing treasures in heaven on May 27 as LT 0721 so this will be a different view on that letter.
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones tells a story about a man who happily told his wife that their cow had given birth to twin calves, one red and one white.  He told his wife that he would raise them both and when it was time to sell them they would keep the money from the sale of one of them and give the money from the sale of the other one to the Lord.  She asked him which was the Lord’s and he said that there was no reason to make that determination now since he was going to treat them both equally.  Later he sadly came to his wife and told her that the Lord’s calf had died!  His wife asked him how he knew that it was the Lord’s calf that had died and he said that he always knew that the white one was for the Lord and it was the one that died.  I am sure that we all know that the man’s heart was never right in that matter.  Is there an application for you in this story?
In the U.S. male leadership in the church is usually very weak.  One reason for this is probably that most males are the main bread-winner in the family and concentrate their time and efforts devoted to work.  These men are trying to serve both Mammon and God and nobody can have two masters.  We may even fool ourselves by saying that we are working to earn money for God but the bank account probably reveals a different story.  According to researchers Dean Hoge, et al, conservative Protestants give about 3 percent of household income on average; black Protestants, 2.5 percent; mainline Protestants, 2 percent; Catholics, less than 1.5 percent; and other denominations, less than 1 percent.  About 30 to 45 percent of Latter-day Saints give the 10 percent mentioned in the Bible.  Those Mormons who do not give at least 10 percent cannot enter the temple.
A "Generosity Index", measured as a percentage of disposable income, released recently ranks the donations of residents of the 50 states.  Most generous are a swath of relatively poor Bible Belt states, led by Mississippi.  Wealthy New England, meanwhile -- despite an explosion of new-economy money -- lags well behind, with stingy Massachusetts finishing dead last for the fourth time in six years.  Both mainline Protestants and evangelicals gave less in 1998 than they did in 1968. The picture was even grimmer for 10 mainline Protestant denominations and the Southern Baptist Convention, which were examined in more detail. Their percentage of giving in 1998 was lower than it had been even in 1933 during the darkest days of the Depression. 

Equally disturbing, most of the money churches are raising is being spent on salaries, in-house programs and building maintenance. The percentage left over for those on the outside--such as soup kitchens, evangelism and missions--is shrinking by the year. On average, churchgoers were giving just 2.52% of their after-tax income to churches in 1998, compared with 3.10% in 1968. Either way, that is a far cry from the biblical standard of giving a tithe (10%) as reported by “The State of Church Giving Through 1998”.  You may remember that I recently said that tithing (giving of 10%) is not a New Testament concept because we are to give 100%.  I again refer you to my article on that topic: http://livingtheology.com/Tithe.htm.  
So far it seems that the god of mammon is coming out ahead.  But we have been talking only about giving money.  Do we dare venture into a discussion of the use of time?  How much time per week does the average church attendee spend on Bible study?  How much time per day is spent in prayer and Bible study?  How many church attendees know their spiritual gifts?  How many church attendees have an individual ministry using their gifts?  How many churches have programs to help members know their spiritual gifts and have plans to help in the use of such gifts?  How many Sunday Schools are really schools where members participate in structured Bible study?  Do you belong to a small group Bible study?  If someone did a study of your local church in comparison with a country club would there be any appreciable difference other than the hour per week spent in the “worship” service?  Why do you belong to “your” church?  We could easily probe into many other questions that would probably reveal that most church attendees are trying to serve two masters and if forced to make a choice, mammon would win.  
I respectively ask you to do a total resource management study of yourself with the goal of understanding where you stand on the seesaw involving mammon and God.  After doing the study involve someone else to help you make your life commitment to Jesus Christ as your Lord.  Jesus gave us a very important measuring rod and it must be applied to our lives here and now.  On our judgment day, we certainly do not want to hear Jesus say that He never knew us.  Remember why we are studying the commandments of our Lord:
John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”

John 14:21 “He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him.”

We do not obey His commandments to earn our salvation.  We obey His commandments because we have been justified on the basis of His works and we love Him.  He alone is our Master.  
























